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KATAR
I am very concerned about the situation of migrant workers in your country. Therefore, I urge you to take the following steps:
Fundamentally reform the kafala system: allow all migrant workers to change jobs without their employers’ permission, decriminalise the charge of ‘absconding’, extend the abolition of the exit permit to all workers, and enforce the ban on passport confiscation.

Tackle worker debt and ensure payment of decent wages: strengthen measures to protect workers from abusive recruitment practices; establish, regularly review and enforce an adequate minimum wage for all workers; ensure the Wage Protection System leads to remedial action in cases of persistent non-payment; and adequately resource the Workers’ Support and Insurance Fund.

Strengthen enforcement of labour laws: ensure regular and rigourous labour inspections, including by increasing the number of inspectors speaking languages other than Arabic and English; hold accountable any employer or sponsor failing to respect Qatari laws and regulations;

Improve access to justice and workers’ voice: ensure Labour Dispute Resolution Committees are resourced to be able to review cases within the legal timeframe; allow the formation of trade unions and withdraw the related reservations to international treaties.

Strengthen protection of domestic workers: bring the domestic workers’ law in line with international standards, for example in relation to working hours; reinforce enforcement mechanisms and provide protection to victims; hold abusive employers to account, including through criminal prosecution.

Sincerely,
