AbsenderIn:

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________


AdressatIn:


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________

Datum: ________________________

_____________________,

I have read with interest the Hamas de facto administration's response to the Goldstone mission recommendations, in particular the section regarding the detention of Israeli soldier GILAD SHALIT. As a member of Amnesty International, I have campaigned for the end of administrative detention of Palestinians from the Occupied Territories by Israel, and for family visits for all prisoners. Amnesty International has condemned the use of prisoners as political bargaining chips as a violation of international law, noting Israel's detention of Palestinian parliamentarians, as well as the detention of Gilad Shalit. 

As you are aware, the prohibition of hostage-taking is a rule of customary international humanitarian law by which all parties to a conflict must abide. Holding Gilad Shalit to create political pressure for the release of prisoners is using him as a bargaining chip. I urge you to respect international law by ensuring that Gilad Shalit is not treated as a hostage, allow the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to visit him, facilitate regular communication with his family and ensure that he is treated humanely. 

The Hamas response to the Goldstone mission recommendations suggests that the sole reason for the refusal to allow ICRC visits is that it would put Gilad Shalit's life at risk from attack by the Israeli army. In treating Gilad Shalit as a hostage, preventing him from regular communication with his family, and denying access to the ICRC, the Hamas de facto administration in Gaza is acting contrary to its obligations under international law. Given the overall context and the other failures to abide by international norms in this case, your stated justification for denying ICRC access is not credible. 

The ICRC, which continues to press for access to Gilad Shalit, is universally respected for the role it plays in protecting people deprived of their liberty, and in the past decades it has acted impeccably while visiting Israeli and Palestinian detainees. There is no reason to believe that the ICRC would act in a manner that would compromise its neutrality or endanger the detainees it visits. I therefore reiterate Amnesty International's call for you to immediately let the ICRC visit Gilad Shalit and to exchange news with his family. 

Yours sincerely,
__________________









