AbsenderIn:

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________


AdressatIn:


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________

Datum: ________________________

Dear Chief Prosecutor,

I am writing to you with reference to the case of father TOMISLAV MATANOVIĆ and his parents JOSIP and BOŽENA MATANOVIĆ, who were subjected to enforced disappearance on 19 September 1995. The remains of their bodies were found in September 2001 and the evidence suggests that the perpetrators of these extra-judicial executions were police officers.

As the persons responsible for this crime have still not been brought to justice after fifteen years, I call on you to promptly conclude the investigations in cooperation with the Ministry of the Interior and to bring the perpetrators to trial at long last. I also urge you to provide me with information on what has been achieved in investigating the murders since the start of the investigation 6 years ago.

In this connection I would like to remind you of Article 6 of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which states that an investigation should be “conducted for as long as the fate of the victim of enforced disappearance remains unclarified”.

Under Article 14 of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, “any person alleged to have perpetrated an act of enforced disappearance in a particular State shall .... be brought before the competent civil authorities of that State for the purpose of prosecution”.  The UN Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions, too, insist that all suspected cases of extrajudicial killings should be subject to a thorough, prompt and impartial investigation.

In the best interest of justice I urge you to do everything in your power to ensure that those responsible for the enforced disappearance and killing of Tomislav, Josip and Božena Matanović are held responsible before a court.

Yours faithfully,

__________________









