AbsenderIn:

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________


AdressatIn:


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________

Datum: ________________________

_____________________,

I am writing out of concern for OKUNISHI MASARU, aged 84, who has spent 48 years in custody and over 38 years on death row, knowing that he could be executed at any time. He is facing execution for poisoning five women in 1961, although he was forced to confess and although he retracted his confession during his first trial. The decision whether to grant him a retrial now lies with the Supreme Court. 

I am deeply concerned that Okunishi Masaru was convicted on the basis of a confession extracted under duress.

Dear Minister of Justice, I call on you to ensure that Okunishi Masaru is not executed and to introduce a moratorium on executions in Japan.

I also urge all authorities to improve prison conditions for those on death row, in accordance with recommendations of the UN Human Rights Committee, including an end to solitary confinement.

I trust that you will take prompt and effective actions on the above requests.

Yours sincerely,
__________________









